What I have to say is hardly to be dignified with the name of an address, bun rather an appeal to the members of the Association to stand together as a unit in endeavoring to perfect inspection laws and. other conditions of inspection which tend to promote the best interests of good horticulture in the United States.
You will join me, I am sure, in complimenting our Secretary upon his enthusiasm and upon the faithful discharge of his duties during the last year, and also upon his location, so near the center that it affords him additional advantages in forwarding the work.
The growth and importance of this work, the need of better organization and better financial facilities, is perhaps the most important question before us at this meeting.
An impetus to our work has arisen in the danger~ontained in imported stock, and the additional work put upon the inspectors in the various states on this account is no mean fa.c~{)r. When as inspector for Minnesota I was asked to look after this stock, I had no conception of the amount of foreign material shipped into my own state, and have been astonished at the enormous number of plants brought into Minnesota from Holland and France in some instances, like the boxelder, for instance, trees which are commonly raised in our state, but which nurserymen find it cheaper to buy in. Holland than to raise
at home. The indifference of florists and nurserymen in connection with this necessary inspection of foreign stock is to be deplored, and there certainly is need of a clause in the law, if we have a Federal inspection law governing importations, obliging these parties in the interest of the welfare of horticulture, to notify their various inspectors of the arrival of foreign stock which has not previously been inspected in this country. While I believe we, as inspectors, a.re not at all unanimous in desiring uniform inspection laws throughout the country, nevertheless if it were possible to have Federal laws supporting this body in its resolutions, and its members in their work in their various states, I believe it would add dignity to the work and relieve us of much embarrassment. It is almost impossible, with the business interests in a state so antagonistic to progress along these lines, to pass state iaws stringent enough to fit the needs of the situation .. Closely allied to the need of strengthening our work and our position in the various states is the demand for publishing the proceedings of our meetings. This calls for money; not much, however. At the suggestion of our Secretary I sent out circular letters to all of the inspectors, asking them if their departments or their various boards of control would countenance an annual assessment to this end, and it was with pleasure that I learned from many that they can promise this :financial support. Almost all of them from whom I have heard say they are quite positive their various boards will allow it, and some give positive assurances to this end. I trust there are many here from whom I have not heard who are attending the meeting with the same favorable answer to the proposition.
There are various points in connection with the work upon which I feel keenly, and which I should like to discuss, but Our program is a long one, and these various points I have in mind a.re either On the list of subjects for discussion, or will come up naturally in the~emarks following the various papers to be presented.
Each and all of us come in contact more or less with the apathy or indifference on the part of nurserymen, until their business is affected. I venture to assert that if a copy of our program were sent by each one of you to each of your constituents, asking for some comment, or some suggestions to be presented to the meeting, that a very small fraction of your nurserymen would take the trouble to reply. Now, I believe if we had Federal authority behind us, not in the matter of uniform laws regarding fumigation and other details not demanded by every state, but uniform laws regulating our relations to the nurserymen, and the relations of the nurserymen to us, this evil in a measure would be corrected.
It is reported that the American Association for the Advancement of Science meets in Minneapolis in the winter of 1910, and I suppose that this Association will also meet there. If it is definitely decided that such be the case, you must remember that you are coming into a cold country, though a beautiful one, and I wish to assure you that although the temperature is low, the hearts of the people are warm, and we will do all we can to make you feel at home, and to repay you for the journey.
A discussion of the points suggested in these remarks is noted in Part I.
A paper was presented by Mr. G. G. Atwood.
BROWN-TAIL MOTH ON IMPORTED NURSERY STOCK
On the 1st of January, 1909, information came to the Department of Agriculture in Albany that brown-tail moths in the usual winter form of nests had been found in a recent importation of nursery stocks from France. The great importance of this discovery was at once appreciated by the Commissioner of Agriculture, who by statute is charged with the responsibility of preventing the introduction of "dangerously injurious insect pests" into the State of New York. We knew that extensive importations from France and other countries were due to arrive during the months of January, February and March, and furthermore that the millions of stocks and seedlings were for planting in nearly every nursery in the state. A circular of information calling attention to the conditions confronting us was distributed to all Our nurserymen and planters and they were directed to notify the Department of the arrival of any importation~of stock from abroad and requested to hold all boxes unopened until an inspector of the Horticultural Bureau could be present. Fortunately, we had for years previous a requirement of law by which transportation companies bringing nursery stock into the state must notify the Department of their having in their possession any such shipments and giving names and addresses of consignors and consignees, together with such other information as might be required. Special requests were at once made of the sixty odd transportation companies to heed the letter of the law.
We further asked and received the cooperation of Custom House brokers, securing from them much information, particularly in refer-
